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(Conclijdedji 


'Whkt have ye got.-lp do wid 


ed tho [Creature. 
'Thfej nei^, 


have her. 
I'm a poor- won: an 


suppose tho child costs?; 
I 


''I 'gQesa you get it all out; of' 
dignant reply. 'There wa jn' 
in 
ialUfor 


the bloiw ye give her. il'd Jot strifce an or- 
phan butl'd fear my hand'jJ withe ' -* AU 


, A 


elboV. Con»4 little Nan 1 Vas you* 
friend. 
"WiU you go with n e?' 
' 


The child ceased her sobs. 
'OKJ yea, take me-*>niy t ike. moj, I'll!do 


everything you tell ine; but t couldn't hag— 
I couldn't. Father tho^ghtSt was s^ -*"*''"1- 
ful.' . 
• 
, ; 
j 
L 
' 


~l*And,so itlis, we^bit lone,Wand 
wld me,' it's io beggin'ye sjjaU *{>,,; buf.IMl 
help ye come ap decent, ar 
ye to the 6£hf>ol, an* God 


_^ -V*» l 
Tl *e n »\/\/\t» nTa/ia I * m 
»t» 'r»ri I tr 


A 


woman of y 
orte room- , 
there's a big 
sleep comfortable. I'll promise ye 'thi .t ye 
won't know what cold is, for I'm titled to 


ut it. is depent and dry, 
loset in it, aadjthero you 


' 


'the 


!at the 
•father's 


i say it'sji sight|t 
Ittered under tji 


Well, I \yil 
1cey,' he in 
laid his pur 


With Oic 


fortablo lit 
which prov 
admit it, anjd Jim wafted til! 
should be c 


chases on thotable, 
help d<6 u kind i 
lu bed.was madie 
ed to bo quite 1 irge enough 


the drift; and I always lays [enough*! inl 'for 
winter; F.m'not so surc^ about the, vittjl^i but 
we'll'go shares,4little Nan. 
-jj 
" ' I I i 


So without much further parley the! child 


was allowed to Uko hor littlostock ofctothcs, 
.and another half hour saw her inatjilfod in 
the small arid not overcleaajpdgings |>f-Mif. i 
Jim Striker. 
:' 
\ I 
. !,' 


'Nov? you just stay hare aiiiminjit, |afi' I'll 


sue what we'll have for supper. I guess we'll 
be a little jo.lly for once, aai^ignifving 
pardncrahip from this timb fortth'. I I'll 
you'Nan, and you'll call me J.im, oi?' 


•No,' said Nan, hor soft o os falling, dim 


with teiirs. Sho thought e ^oniept, ,thon 
placing hor hand on his rag; ed coa| dleove.' 
she said, in her clear sweet coico, fl'll call 
you father.' 
., 
'•, 
i 
• 
! 
i 
• • 


Jim closed)his lips'-squitj ,ed withal his 


might—pressed -his cap dowj i clisei; o|vef his 
brow, an,d turned about, after a 'po'd for an> 
swer; and as.he went down^ stairs,' rubbitg 
his eyes with his sleeve-calf he kept sayirg 
under his breath"^- , 
M - 
, 
j 
'I never felt so queor^n i 1 toy life.' 
> 


It was very evident, that ho ijover felt 


Queerer than whononliia roi urri hd saw tlie 
room all swept up, the' furr itiire ' in .order, 
the hearth washed,and > bright fird blusinj;. 
while Nan, who had ajmost fl,own from ta: k 
to task, stood smiling and heated, her cjiee ;s 
red as ros-es, her sad eyes spi rkling with tlie 
depth and bea'uty of hdr gra .itude. 
j 


•Why wo look as nice—as jnicei—' and i'ie 


paused for want' of nl comparison—••"T"L 
bless met be you going to kjceb us 1!l- 


ottpr than wh 
s - breachJ as [ 


cighbor a con 
up inthd closet 


his little charge 


s- 


to 


jmfortably siow )d away for t ie 


night. . As he sat th^.re, looking admliring y 
around, he felt the littlo hard on his 
fcncji;. 


'May I kiss you good-light? 


did him.' 
., 
. 
ij 


In another moment the • Tagged)' jabket 


sleeve encircled the little orp lan, and. his lips 
•touched the pure f^reheadl not ot ce,' bat 
many times, and his.chpaking 'Gcdjjleis 
you,'fell upon her ear, there was a feeling 
in his heart, new and warml that hal never 
toucncd it before since ihe w^s a littl) child 
and pis dwn brow had; beDHt blessed by ;-the 
kisses of a loving mother. 
t 


St> he fat thero, broodinj; otjer l^is n^, 


an'd elevating emotions—sa! 
till suddenly therei" fell upon 'flis <arfl 
child's voice. S^a was kneeling d>wfl 
the side ot her bed; asking' God to 'b 
for being a new fa'ther to h fr, and 


ae a bo 


simple petition lifting him :i|earor tc 
and tho angels than he had| ever ' 
fore. 
1 
' 


That night's experience altsred t e jcomt- 


' plosion of Jim's, whol'o life./ He had been a 
laggard, content to accept ^ ork when j't.was 
offered, but'now, he sought, for :it. 'The 
thqugbt of the pleasant hcma-pic'ture that 
awaited him—JNttn's ssveet face 
beaming 


with intelligence; Nan's tidy'isiipp'erjtablu 
carefully gpt—made his'sluggish bloodyflow 
' faster, and put nerve into [the bbforo jnert 


fingers. 
-j 
j 
. 
.. 
.! ' 


He teganieven tp take interest in her stud- 


ies, for Nan was sent,to sch< 61, -and though 
he could not read, he oftenli card her recite 
the Scripture passages her fatfier had. taught 
her., 
• 
, 
,' 
; 
J . ;|' 
- J 


•Father, did you never. lea|rn' to read?!' sh« 


asked one day. 
' l 


'^qver little Nan. 
, Mw jiither died wlion 


I were a fom>ye,ar-older,'|a n l,my good mothi 
er was very poqr. Then sh 3 died [j'ust -as 
came old enough to be of us ), and so. I nev 
er learned.' 'It'must be 
sighed." 
• 
' 
i 


»,Why don't ypu learn, I 


father.' 
I 


'You teach me! I'm ol< 


your grand-dad, child.' 


'No matter; I'll te^cli 


write, and that will be a little, only aYlittl 
bit, towards paying you for all yupr kind 
ness to ihe.' Nan .was four ,OQ)I now. 


•Don't talk about pay. childili I've! had; 
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. i - i ' i 
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th 
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.enough to b 
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runkard by tbi 


enough ever since I have 
know I think, Nan, if it h 
I'd been a poor miserable 
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'0! I hope not.' 
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talk about pay, itfe you tha't'.Bavea me:' 


'But about learning to read, fatner—i 


make rie so happy,' pleaded] Nan. 
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are gfowing handsome!' qrded Jim, '*" ° 
once waking up to 'the 'fajbt , 'Dear 
ness! why it frightens me.': 


>You think so, said Naii blushing, 'bui 


perhaps nobody else does.! 
' 
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| •! hope nobody else will/'replied Jim 
with a prolonged sigh; 'Twont-do for an; 
of them ^o come Mow-ling i .bout here.' 


'Why, fatherTOat do y ui mean!' cried 
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- 
, • 
' 
. . 
\- 
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